
 

 
 

 

UNICEF continues to focus on strengthening governance in Slovenia 
 

 
GENEVA, 11 April 2011 – UNICEF is continuing to focus on strengthening governance and confirms an 
internal audit of the Slovenian Committee for UNICEF as it alters its legal status from an association to a 
foundation.  
 
The decision to transform to a foundation is based on the outcome of a strategic review of the 
Committee's governance structures. It aims to ensure that the organisation meets present and future 
challenges more effectively, and is consistent with national and international best practice.  
 
UNICEF is confident that this process will lead to an even stronger base from which to advance the 
Committee's work in Slovenia. 
 
This restructuring, that will take several months to complete, is being undertaken in strict compliance with 
national law and regulations and in consultation with various UNICEF stakeholders. As part of the 
transition to a foundation, a new Executive Director will be recruited and a new Executive Board will be 
assembled. 
 
The UNICEF Private Fundraising and Partnerships Division in Geneva is leading this process that is 
being conducted in consultation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia and other Slovenian 
government authorities. UNICEF is deploying senior staff on regular missions to support the Committee 
while engaging with current and former stakeholders, including Executive Board members, the 
Committee’s management and staff, and celebrity ambassadors. Briefings are also being provided to the 
press and public. 
 
UNICEF is taking legal advice on issues associated with the winding down of the Committee in its present 
form, the creation of the new foundation and the transfer of the UNICEF name and assets from the 
association to a foundation. Recruitment is underway for new members of the Executive Board and 
Executive Management of the new foundation. 
 
In the interest of restoring the trust of UNICEF supporters and the Slovenian public during this process, 
UNICEF is also commissioning an independent audit of the Committee’s operations to definitively 
address recent public allegations and media enquiries. The audit will be carried out by a reputable 
company with internationally recognised professional credentials.  
 
UNICEF acknowledges and appreciates the continued support it is receiving both from the Slovenian 
Committee’s membership and the Slovenian public for the transition to a foundation. 
 
An ordinary meeting of the General Assembly of the Slovenian Committee for UNICEF has been planned 
to be held in June 2011 to review the results of the independent audit and be briefed on the status of the 
transition to a foundation.  
 
UNICEF is eager to build on its ongoing successful work in Slovenia, remains committed to galvanising 
the support of Slovenians to assist vulnerable children across the world and is confident that this mission 
will be best served by the actions that it is currently undertaking. 
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UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from 
early childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, 
UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys 
and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely 
by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments. For more 
information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org.  

 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Jeremy Hartley, Chief, Communication, UNICEF Geneva, +41-22-909 5406 
jhartley@unicef.org 
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